Azcueta vs. Republic, G.R. No. 180668; 26 May 2009

Facts: Marietta Azcueta (Marietta) filed a petition for declaration of absolute nullity of her
marriage to Rodolfo Azcueta (Rodolfo) before the Regional Trial Court (RTC). Marietta averred
that Rodolfo was psychologically incapacitated to comply with the essential obligations of
marriage. Marietta complained that despite her encouragement, Rodolfo never bothered to look
for a job and always depended on his mother for financial assistance and for his decisions. It
was Rodolfo’s mother who found them a room near the Azcueta home and paid the monthly
rental. Rodolfo also pretended to have found work and gave Marietta money which actually
came from Rodolfo’'s mother. When Marietta confronted him, Rodolfo cried like a
her his parents could support their needs. They had sex only once a mont arietta
never enjoyed. When they discussed this, Rodolfo told Marietta that sex wasgacrec should
not be enjoyed or abused. Rodolfo also told her he was not ready for a ¢ W hen Marietta
asked Rodolfo if they could move to another place, he did not agree

leave and see if he would follow her. He did not.
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Solicitor General appealed the RTC’s decision, arguing that the psychiatric report
was based solely on the information given by Marietta, and there was no showing that the
alleged psychological disorder was present at the start of the marriage or that it was grave,
permanent and incurable.

The Court of Appeals reversed the RTC’s decision. Marietta, thus, brought the case to
the Supreme Court on a petition for review on certiorari.



Issue: Whether or not Rodolfo is psychologically incapacitated to justify a declaration that his
marriage to Marrieta is void ab initio under Article 36 of the Family Code.

Holding: Rodolfo was psychologically incapacitated to perform his marital duties because of his
Dependent Personality Disorder. His marriage to Marietta was declared void ab initio.

Marietta sufficiently discharged her burden to prove her husband’s psychological
incapacity. As held in Marcos vs. Marcos [397 Phil. 840 (2000)], there is no requirement that
the respondent spouse should be personally examined by a physician or psychologist as a
condition sine qua non for the declaration of nullity of marriage based on hological
incapacity. What matters is whether the totality of evidence presented is adeq :
finding of psychological incapacity. Marietta’s testimony was corroborated
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ign of marriage. Witnesses were united in testifying that
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ve existed even prior to the marriage being rooted in his early

development and & of his upbringing and family life.

8dolfo’s psychological incapacity had been shown to be grave so as to
assume the essential obligations of marriage. The Court of Appeals’

or failing to contribute to the family coffers and that his motive for not wanting a
‘responsible” realization since he was unemployed, were dismissed by the High
ing speculative and unsupported by evidence. The Supreme Court likewise
disagreed with the Court of Appeals’ finding that Rodolfo’s irresponsibility and overdependence
on his mother could be attributed to immaturity, noting that at the time of his marriage, Rodolfo
was almost 29 years old. Also, the expert testimony identified a grave clinical or medical cause
for Rodolfo’s abnormal behavior — Dependent Personality Disorder.

A person afflicted with Dependent Personality Disorder cannot assume the essential
marital obligations of living together, observing love, respect and fidelity and rendering help and
support, for he is unable to make everyday decisions without advice from others, allows others



to make most of his important decisions (such as where to live), tends to agree with people
even when he believes they are wrong, has difficulty doing things on his own, volunteers to do
things that are demeaning in order to get approval from other people, feels uncomfortable or
helpless when alone and is often preoccupied with fears of being abandoned. (Te vs. Te,
supra)

One who is unable to support himself, much less a wife; one who cannot independently
make decisions regarding even the most basic matters that spouses face every day; and one
who cannot contribute to the material, physical and emotional well-being of his_spouse, is
psychologically incapacitated to comply with the marital obligations within the meanifigigf Article
36 of the Family Code. :

This is not to say, however, that anyone diagnosed with Dependent
is automatically deemed psychologically incapacitated to perform his
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ingrained in his system since his early years.
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